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Stack and Crash

Jayden is focused on a box. Jessica, an  
early learning and child care educator,  
sits alongside him and begins to stack  
some boxes. She is provoking an idea.  
Will he respond to it?

It takes some time, but Jessica’s patience  
is rewarded. Jayden’s attention shifts from 
the single box to the tower of boxes she  
has created.

With a gleam in his eye, he swings his arm 
and knocks the stack over.

Both pause, looking at the scattered boxes…

Jayden stays attuned while Jessica begins 
to create a tower of boxes again. He waits 
in anticipation. The excitement is too much, 
Jayden uses both hands to push forward and 
knocks the tower over.

A wide smile of knowing signifies  
his satisfaction. Jayden is a mighty learner.  
He has the power to make things happen.
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Curriculum Meaning Making
The following is a question—answer recap of a 
professional dialogue between educators about 
this story. 

What made you think to stack 
the boxes alongside Jayden? 
What do you understand about 
Jayden as a learner? 
Jessica reflects, “I noticed Jayden kept looking 
at the boxes blankly, possibly unsure of how to 
use them. I began stacking the boxes to see if 
he would become more interested in them after 
seeing how they could be manipulated.

Creating a sense of wonder in its simplest form,  
I suppose!”

What do you think Jayden 
understands about himself 
as a learner and citizen in the 
learning community? What tells 
you that?
Jessica explains, “As a learner, Jayden has the 
energy and potential to understand anything. 
I also know that he needs to be introduced to 
concepts, materials, people, and environments 
in many different ways in order for him to make 
connections in ways that make sense to him. 
I also see Jayden exploring, taking initiative, 
observing, and taking risks to learn more about 
himself and his surroundings. Jayden is not just 
a toddler; he is a scientist, climber, baker, and 
sometimes an artist.”

“As a citizen in the learning community, Jayden 
understands that he has a right to be here and 
deserves to have as many opportunities as 
anyone else,” Jessica reflects. “He shows this by 
participating in all activities with other children. 
He is not afraid to grab a toy or book and eagerly 
babble at us (possibly asking us to read it). I think 

Stack and Crash

that Jayden feels safe in his environment with 
Barb and me because he independently explores 
with confidence. His sense of autonomy tells me 
he is comfortable testing his limits and taking 
risks to learn more. At first, Jayden struggled 
with playing gently with others and taking toys 
from others. He would become so frustrated he 
would cry. This told us he was having trouble 
understanding our expectations, so we saw this 
as an opportunity to change our approach.”

What other experiences do  
you provide that helps the  
group of toddlers to experience 
their “mightiness” in their 
own learning?
Other experiences include: Open-ended art/
sensory activities; outside play—they can 
challenge themselves while nature provides 
learning opportunities and a healthy boost;  
Songs and finger-plays—motivate them to 
make the action, dance, and participate; play 
along to their own games—they are in control 
and recognize themselves as a leader and an 
individual, not just a follower in a group.

Curriculum Connections
Making links to holistic goals.

Play and Playfulness

Playful Exploration and Problem Solving 

Children learn about the properties of objects through

   playfully exploring and investigating the 
properties of objects

   experimenting with action and reaction, cause 
and effect

Children test their limits through

   testing strength, speed, agility, and control 
over movement
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Children learn to employ creative approaches  
to identifying and working out practical  
problems through

   developing sustained and shared thinking

Dizzy Play

Children take pleasure in being on the  
edge through 

   playing at games of disrupting and  
restoring order

Children take pleasure in sharing the joy of 
laughter through

   clowning and physical humour

Well-Being

Emotional Health and Positive Self-Identities 

Children develop a sense of self through 

   developing recognition of self

   co-constructing their identity

   experiencing growing self-confidence, self-
respect, and ability to take initiative

Belonging

Children build respectful and responsive 
relationships through

   participating in group initiatives

Curriculum Reflections
Considering implications for further learning  
and practice.

How do you provide ways for children to explore on 
their own, with peers, or with adults? Think about 
materials to act upon for cause and effect, open-
ended materials for in-depth investigations, and 
children’s own interests and questions?

How do adults model problem-solving behaviours? 
Think about talking through situations such as 
building towers, crashing towers, and then rebuilding.

How do you value and respond to rowdy, physical, 
or dizzy play? What is your comfort level and 
how does this affect the allowances you make 
for children’s rowdy, physical play? Think about 
times when children’s joy has been infectious, for 
example, repetitive dump and fill or drop and pick-up 
experiences that youngest children initiate.

How does your concept of childhood and what it 
means to be a child influence your responses to the 
different identities children take on?
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